
EXCEPTION REQUEST FOR FOREIGN TRAINED ACHD PHYSICIANS 

Applicant name: 

Institution/Program:  

This document serves as an official request for exception consideration for recognition as an 

Adult Congenital Heart Disease (ACHD) cardiologist for purposes of ACHD Program 

Accreditation. The applicant does not meet the standard eligibility pathways (ABIM ACHD Board 

Certification or Board Eligibility) and is therefore requesting consideration under the outlined 

exception criteria. 

1. Please choose one of the following exception criteria: 

o ACHD Board Certified by an International Board Certification Process (criteria A3, 

option (2)): The applicant is certified in ACHD by a recognized international board 

certification process, as recognized by the governing medical authority in their country. 

Documentation required: Official certificate and verification from the relevant certifying 

body and proof of recognition by the national governing medical authority. 

o Applicant Trained Internationally (criteria A3, option (3)) – Not Eligible Through 

Traditional ABIM Pathway 

The applicant should contact the ABIM to determine eligibility for ACHD Board 

Certification. 

☐ Eligible (a): Applicant must pursue the ABIM ACHD Certification pathway, including 

completing the necessary general cardiology and ACHD board certification exams. 

☐ Not Eligible (b): Applicant must provide documentation from ABIM confirming 

ineligibility for board certification.  

Documentation Required: Official letter from ABIM confirming ineligibility and Proof of 

meeting all criteria outlined in the ABIM Practice Pathway (Note: Only applicable for 

practice pathway submissions prior to 2019; after 2019, this option is no longer 

available) 

2. Please provide an exception letter signed by the institution’s medical board confirming 

your standing as an ACHD cardiologist (templates below – foreign trained ACHD 

physician and Foreign trained Medicine/Pediatrics/Cardiovascular disease who 

completed ACHD training in the US):  

 

  



Exception Letter for Foreign Trained ACHD Physicians  

Institution: 

 

This is to certify that Dr. ___________________ has completed foreign training in adult 

congenital heart disease which is felt to be equivalent to US training and is thus granted a 

waiver to pursue board certification at this time in our institution.  We expect the candidate 

to pursue board certification when eligible.  

 

 

 

 

Institution’s Medical Board Signature  

 

  

Typed Name 

Signature 



 

Exception Letter for Foreign Trained in Medicine/Pediatrics/Cardiovascular 

Disease who completed ACHD training in the US   

Institution:  

 

 

This is to certify that Dr. ___________________ has completed foreign training in 

Medicine/Pediatrics/Cardiovascular Disease followed by US training in ACHD.  It is felt that 

the specialty training performed outside the US is equivalent to US training and is thus 

granted a waiver to pursue board certification at this time in our institution.  We expect the 

candidate to pursue board certifications when eligible.  

 

 

 

 

 

Institution’s Medical Board Signature  

                                                                           

 

Typed Name 

Signature 


